1 TOWN OF CHESTER

2 HOUSING COMMISSION

3 Meeting Minutes

4 April 23, 2024

5

6

7  PRESENT: Nancy Pennell, Jason Rasmussen, Bill Lindsay, Julie Hance, Joe Karl; Preston
8 Bristow

9

10  VISITORS: Peter Hudkins; Christine Eggleton; Evan Parks; Cathy Hasbrouck
11

12 Meeting was held at the Town Hall and via Zoom.

13

14

15 1. ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS:

16 There were no additions or deletions to the agenda.

17

18 2. APPROVE MINUTES:

19 A motion was made by Bill Lindsay to approve the minutes as drafted. Seconded by Jason
20 Rasmussen. Motion passed.

21

22 3. CITIZEN’'S COMMENTS:

23 Evan indicated that he is happy to be here to play the game.

24

25 4. DISCUSSION WITH EVAN PARKS:

26 The discussion of this item is included in Agenda Item 5.

27

28 5. ZONING GAME:

29 Peter Hudkins stated that he has made a game board specific to Chester. This game is

30 specific to Evan Parks’ property on Main Street near Catholic Church.

31

32 The Commission reviewed the map and how the zoning regulations apply to the parcel. Evan
33 would prefer to construct primarily 1-bedroom units and to have all first level units built with
34 handicap access. The Commission discussed varying options and layouts. They also

35 discussed other considerations such as parking, lighting, stormwater, snow removal, etc.
36

37 Peter and Preston discussed the development of this concept as a Planned Unit

38 Development. There may be requests to the DRB for variances or waivers. All agreed if this
39 is the first supported project, we want something that we can ensure will be successful.

40

41 6. UPDATE ON AWARD:

42 Julie stated that SE Group has been selected to complete the feasibility study for the Town.
43 The kickoff meeting will be held at an upcoming meeting.

44

45
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7. UPDATE FROM COMMISSION MEMBERS

Hugh Quinn had emailed that he still has no update. He has reached out to the Catholic
Church again but received the same response that they will meet and discuss. He is trying
one more time.

Jason stated that he has added to the list of funding sources which he Is hoping to have VLCT
update.

Julie shared that she has spoken with the Manager of the City of Lebanon. They have
received a grant from the State of New Hampshire which essentially purchases multiple
designs for varying types of housing. The City will be building housing which can be sold to
municipal employees at cost. Once the project designs are public, Julie will receive the
designs which Chester can then review.

Preston stated that he has come across two documents created by Woodstock which he
emailed to the group. The Commission discussed Local Options Tax which Julie mentioned
she is looking into and may present to the Board for approval.

Peter suggested printing out the Depot Street property to review at the next game. Preston
will invite Crosby to the next meeting.

Julie mentioned that VLCT will be at the next meeting and it would be a great idea to ask
them about funding sources. Funding this project is the next step. How does the funding
process work in these developments. Nancy also questioned if this is a town project that we
do for him or is Evan leading the charge and he is doing the work. Peter also mentioned
discussing this with the Trustees of Public Funds for their insight.

6. NEXT AGENDA
The next meeting is May 28, 2024 at 6:00 p.m.
7. ADJOURN

A motion was made by Joe Karl to adjourn. Seconded by Bill Lindsay. The meeting adjourned
at 7:27 p.m.
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