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TOWN OF CHESTER 1 
SELECT BOARD MEETING 2 

August 28, 2025, Minutes 3 
 4 

Board Members Present: Lee Gustafson, Arne Jonynas, and Tim Roper at Town Hall; absent: 5 
Arianna Knapp and Peter Hudkins. 6 
 7 
Staff Present: Julie Hance, Town Manager, at Town Hall; and Susan Bailey, Recording Secretary, 8 
via Zoom. 9 
 10 
Visitors Present: See attached sign-in sheet for those in attendance at Town Hall. 11 
 12 

Call to Order 13 
 14 

Chair Lee Gustafson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and welcomed everyone and thanked 15 
them for attending. He led with the Pledge of Allegiance.  16 
 17 

Agenda Item 1 Zoning Bylaw Amendment Public Hearing 18 
 19 
They are entering into an agreement on Thompson Road with the state. Julie noted it was going to 20 
be a hearing and taking of land related to Jewett Road, but it was no longer necessary as they had 21 
reached an agreement with the owner and state. They reached a settlement agreement for $79,000. 22 
$19,000 is paid by the state and $60,000 by the town. Originally, they state had offered $13,000 23 
and they were able to get an increase. The only thing that is non-monetary is the horse crossing 24 
and farm. The rest of the areas were built into the project like grass and future underground lines. 25 
There were several attorneys involved. The attorneys for the state, town, and landowners agreed. 26 
The board will need to ratify the agreement. Pictures had been taken to document what the property 27 
looked like before the project and then they would document after the project.  28 
 29 
Bill Lindsay joked the project was as old as him and Julie noted it had been going on in her tenure 30 
with the town. Bill knew it was an expense to the town and wondered how the board saw it 31 
benefiting the town. Lee said there is a two-fold goal to reduce two bridges to one, as well as 32 
addressing the safety issue when people transition from that road to the main road. Bill questioned 33 
if the bridge would go through a floodplain. Parts of Jewett and Thompson Roads will be in the 34 
floodplain, though they currently do and the bridge will be at a higher elevation. They expect with 35 
the new design; there will be less issues. 36 
 37 
Amy Mosher said the whole area was in a floodplain and expected more issues, because of the 38 
change. She thought it was unfortunate that they didn’t get on board until a lot of the decisions had 39 
been made. Amy said when it all started, Lisa came and asked for a new bridge. When Amy learned 40 
of it, they were putting three bridges into one. She wondered if they had considered Wymans Falls 41 
but it was outside of the project scope. She felt the scope was narrow. It has been stressful carrying 42 
the fear of eminent domain. Amy said the neighbors fixed it and the town didn’t do anything except 43 
address the potholes. Amy was grateful but didn’t think it made the most sense. She thought it was 44 
a 30-foot-wide bridge and hoped they weren’t going to get rid of another bridge. Amy asked if 45 
there was talk of that and Lee said no. Arne said because of the shape the bridge was in; they let it 46 
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stay. Arne noted the safety issue that Lee had raised and said he was surprised nobody had been 1 
killed. They will be doing more work on the river, which will help. Arne said money was an issue 2 
and it would be easier to maintain one bridge than two. Arne felt for Amy because her land was 3 
involved and noted the decisions were difficult to make. Julie said there were meetings with Dave 4 
and the landowners and said it was a project started by the state and developed by them. Julie said 5 
the town was not even brought in. 6 
 7 
Lee asked for a motion to approve and ratify the terms and conditions of the Settlement Agreement 8 
reached by and between the Town of Chester and Arielle Goddard, Peter Franzen and Amy 9 
Franzen dated August 27, 2025, to authorize Town Manager Julie Hance to sign said Agreement 10 
and accept a Warranty Deed of Dedication and Acceptance on the Town of Chester’s behalf, and 11 
to authorize the payment of $60,000 from Chester’s general fund all pursuant to the terms of said 12 
Settlement Agreement. Arne moved and Tim seconded the motion. The motion carried, 13 
unanimously. 14 
 15 

Agenda Item 16, Adjourn 16 
 17 

Tim moved to adjourn, and Arne seconded the motion. The motion carried, and the meeting was 18 
adjourned at 6:51 p.m. 19 


