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TOWN OF CHESTER
PLANNING COMMISSION
May 5, 2025, Minutes

Commission Members Present: Cathy Hasbrouck, Carl Henshaw, Scott MacDonald, and Hugh
Quinn at Town Hall. Absent: Jeff Holden.

Staff Present: Preston Bristow, Town Planner and Zoning Administrator, at Town Hall.
Citizens Present: Randy Miles at Town Hall.
Call to Order

Hugh Quinn called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.

Agenda Item 1, Approve April 7, 2025, Meeting Minutes
Carl moved to review the minutes of April 7, 2025, and Scott seconded the motion. Hugh asked if
there were any changes to the minutes and there were none. The minutes were unanimously
approved, as written.

Agenda Item 2, Citizen Comments

There were none.

Agenda Item 3, Review & Adopt PC Rules of Procedure
Cathy moved to adopt the Rules of Procedure, as written. Scott seconded the motion. There was
no discussion. The motion carried unanimously. The members present signed the motion. Hugh
said he would attempt to get Jeff’s signature later.

Agenda Item 4, LED sign discussion (Green Mountain High School)

Preston included draft language and samples from Springfield and Burlington that allow LED signs
in their packet. Carl had put together a summary of the two sets of languages.

Randy Miles represented Green Mountain High School and made a presentation about a proposed
LED sign at the school. An LED sign could provide a lot of information much easier than a
traditional sign. The sign would have four lines of information and would be located at the end of
the driveway going to the school near the granite sign on Route 103. The current bylaws do not
allow for an LED sign.

The members discussed it. Issues like safety, size, duration, and liability were raised and were

weighed against convenience and inclusiveness a sign could provide by promoting plays, events,
and display supportive messages. Randy said most signs have ten settings for brightness so they
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could be dimmed down. There was discussion about whether to include the elementary school if
the sign were allowed. Content regulation was discussed and Preston noted that the Supreme Court
had ruled that towns cannot regulate content, but profanity and immorality could be limited.

There was discussion about formula business signage being a possible issue at some point.

There was consensus among the members to explore the possibility of allowing LED signs at the
high school, in certain parts of towns, or with municipal buildings only.

The next step would be to draft language for the Commission’s review to establish the guidelines
and guardrails for LED signs. Preston would ask Chief Williams for his input regarding LED signs.

A hearing by the Planning Commission and Selectboard will be required at some point to make
any changes to the bylaws, if proposed. Although they expect changes to zoning surrounding
affordable housing later this year, this likely would not be among those changes for approval.

Agenda Item 5, Adjournment

Carl moved to adjourn, and Cathy seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and it passed
unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 7:26 p.m.
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