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4.9 Performance Standards 
Decibel (dB) Levels: 
10 dB = normal breathing 
30 dB = soft whisper 
40 dB = quiet residential area, library 
60 dB = normal conversation 
70 dB = TV audio, human voice at 10 feet 
80 dB = doorbell, machine tools, car at 10 feet 
90 dB = lawn mower, tractor, blender 
100 dB = snowmobile, factory machinery, 
110 dB = leaf blower, power saw, nightclub band 
120 dB = chain saw, rock concert, pain threshold 
130 dB = stock car race, jackhammer 
150 dB = jet engine taking off 

In accordance with §4414(5) of the Act, the following standards must be met and maintained by 
all uses in all districts that are subject to a permit under these Bylaws.  

A. Noise: noise volume shall be limited to the specified decibel levels listed below measured at
or beyond the property line. (The sidebar is shown only as a reference to illustrate the decibel
levels of typical activities.) Noise levels or frequencies which are not customary in the district or
neighborhood, or which represent a repeated disturbance to others shall not be permitted.
Limited exceptions are allowed for incidental and customary activities, such as the occasional
use of lawn mowers and snow blowers for regular property maintenance.

1. Noise shall not exceed 60 dB between 8:00 PM. and 7 AM;
2. Noise shall not exceed 70 dB during the day between 7 AM. and 8:00 PM.

B. Air Pollution, Smoke and Odor: no use shall create emissions, such as dust, fly ash, fumes,
vapors, gases, odors, and other forms of air pollution, which:

1. Constitute a nuisance to other landowners, businesses or residents;
2. Endanger or adversely affect public health, safety or welfare;
3. Cause damage to property or vegetation; or,
4. Are offensive or uncharacteristic of the area.

Outdoor wood-fired boilers are exempt from this provision. 

C. Glare, Light or Reflection: illumination from lighting fixtures or other light sources shall be
shielded or of such low intensity as not to cause undue glare, reflected glare, sky glow or a
nuisance to traffic or abutting properties. Lights used to illuminate parking areas and drives
shall be so arranged and designed as to deflect light downward and away from adjacent
residential areas and public highways. Lights shall be of a "down shield luminaire" type where
the light source is not visible from any public highway or from adjacent properties. Only fixtures
which are shielded to not expose a light source, and which do not allow light to "flood" the
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property, are permitted to be attached to buildings. Searchlights are not permitted. The 
Development Review Board may require a lighting plan under conditional use or planned unit 
development review procedures.  

D. Safety Hazards: Fire, explosive and similar safety hazards which would substantially increase
the risk to an abutting property, or which would place an unreasonable burden on the Fire
Department, shall be prohibited.

E. Electromagnetic disturbances: any electromagnetic disturbances or electronic emissions or
signals which will repeatedly and substantially interfere with the reception of radio, television,
or other electronic signals, or which are otherwise detrimental to the public health, safety and
welfare, beyond the property lines of the property on which it is located, except as specifically
licensed and regulated through the Federal Communications Commission.

F. Underground Storage Tanks, Ground/Surface Water Pollution: No use shall result in burying
or seepage into the ground of material which endangers the health, comfort, safety or welfare
of any person, or which has a tendency to cause injury or damage to property, plants or
animals. Commercial, industrial or institutional facilities having underground fuel storage shall
maintain all tanks and related equipment with leak detection and spill control systems
incorporating the best available safety practices and technology, consistent with government
and industry standards.

 


