BOARD OF TAX ABATEMENT
Minutes
July 20, 2026
5:30 P.M.

Board Members Present: Lauren Fierman; Larry Semones; Peter Hudkins; Philip Perlah; Arne
Jonynas; Kenneth Barrett; Deb Aldrich; Ed Grossman; Lise Duncan; Heather Chase; Amie Record
Zoom- Linda Diak

Visitors: Samantha Verterfuille; Andrew Lockwood

Chair Heather Chase called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. The pledge of allegiance was cited.
Andrew Lockwood, who was participating remotely, was sworn in under oath before any
testimony could be given. The chair also reminded board members of their obligation to
disclose any conflicts of interest or ex parte communications before the hearing began. After
hearing no disclosures, the board moved forward with the first agenda item.

Citizens Comments

None

Abatements

Andrew Lockwood, Parcel ID: 362018, Address: 40 Fenton Road

The board resumed consideration of Andrew Lockwood's previously continued tax abatement
request. Members explained that during the prior meeting they had determined additional
information was necessary before the board could make a decision. Specifically, the required
tax abatement application had not been completed, leaving the board uncertain about which
tax years Mr. Lockwood was requesting to have abated and the legal grounds supporting his
request. Although Mr. Lockwood explained that he had recently returned from Florida after an
extended drive, he requested another continuance so he could provide additional information
at a later date. The chair acknowledged his request but emphasized that the board could not
proceed with testimony or deliberations until the application clearly identified the tax years
involved, the basis for the request, and any supporting documentation.

Board members discussed the available procedural options, including dismissing the request
and requiring Mr. Lockwood to file a new application or recessing the hearing again until the
requested information could be submitted. During the discussion, members confirmed that Mr.
Lockwood had received the required application both by email and by certified mail, along with
written instructions describing the documentation expected by the board. Following questions
and discussion, the board unanimously approved a motion requiring Mr. Lockwood to complete
the application, specify the tax years and grounds for the requested abatement, and submit any



evidence or supporting documents he wished the board to consider before the hearing could
continue.

The board then considered whether to recess the hearing or terminate the case. Several
members expressed the opinion that recessing the matter was the most appropriate option
because Mr. Lockwood had already initiated the process and should be given an opportunity to
comply with the board's request. Mr. Lockwood questioned whether the previous meeting had
been properly recessed, noting that he had reviewed the recording and believed the board had
adjourned following deliberative session rather than publicly announcing a recess. The chair
explained that the board had unanimously agreed during deliberative session to recess the
hearing, acknowledging that the public announcement may not have been as clear as intended.
The discussion then shifted to selecting a new hearing date. After review, the board and Mr.
Lockwood agreed that either August 24 or August 31 would be acceptable.

Before the recess was finalized, Mr. Lockwood requested that the board identify everyone
present because, participating remotely, he could only see a limited number of people on his
screen and wanted confirmation that a quorum existed. The chair accommodated the request
by having each board member and participating official identify themselves for the record.
Following the roll call, the board conducted a final vote to recess the hearing until the August
meeting. The chair also informed Mr. Lockwood that both she and the town clerk would be
available to assist him with completing the application or answering procedural questions
before the next hearing date.

Lauren Fierman moved to recess the hearing for Andrew Lockwood, Parcel ID: 362018, Address:
40 Fenton Road until August 24, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. The motion was seconded by Philip Perlah
and passed.

Lynne E. Guteirezz, Parcel ID 535016, Address: 784 VT RT 103 North

The board next considered a new tax abatement application submitted by Lynn Gutierrez.
Because Ms. Gutierrez was not present, the chair first confirmed that no board member had a
conflict of interest or had engaged in ex parte communications regarding the matter. The board

then voted to enter deliberative session to discuss the request.

Deliberative Session

Ed Grossman moved to enter Deliberative Session at 5:42 p.m. The motion was seconded by
Kenneth Barrett and passed.

Deborah Aldrich moved to exit Deliberative Session at 5:58 p.m. The motion was seconded by
Kenneth Barrett and passed.

Lauren Fierman moved to deny the tax abatement request submitted by Lynne E. Gutierrez for
Parcel ID 535016, located at 784 VT Route 103 North. As part of the motion, the board directed



that documentation identifying organizations that may be able to provide financial assistance
be sent to Ms. Gutierrez. The board also encouraged her to contact those organizations for
assistance and advised her that she may reapply for a tax abatement in the future. The motion
was seconded by Philip Perlah and passed.

Other Business

None

Adjourn
Kenneth Barrett moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:00 p.m. The motion was seconded by Larry

Semones and passed.

Amie Record
Town Clerk



