2026 Spring Brochure K
Director: Matthew A. McCarthy |
email: recreationinchester@yahoo.com .
Website & Sign up online: I
https://www.chestervt.gov/recreation.html .
Join us on Facebook: Chester, VT Recreation Dept. I

You can register at Chester Town Hall
from 8am-4pm Monday-Thursday. |

CLINICS BASEBALL/SOFTBALL
Ages 7-8 Baseball & Softball-

Tuesday, February 24th 9-10:15am @ Ludlow CC $15

per player

Ludlow CC. $30 per player

Softball-Wednesday February 25th 9-11AM @ Ludlow

CC. $30 per player

E Baseball- Tuesday, February 24th 10:30-12:30pm @

Baseball & Softball Registration for Grades K-6 .

Registration for youth baseball and softball will be from k
Monday, March 2nd through Friday, March 27th. -
Registration fee is |E

$35 for Pre-Kindergarten-2nd grade unless noted -

$40 for 3rd-6th grade I:

$10 off for the 2nd child and $20 off for the 3rd or more .

TRACK & FIELD: Grades 2-5 will take place at GMUHS.
More information ASAP
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BASEBALL/SOFTBALL PRE-K & KINDERGARTEN TEE-BALL:

Must be at least 4 years old by April 1st to participate. Practices and games are
held at either Cobleigh field or at the Chester Little League fields. All parents
will assist in running this program. They will meet once a week during the
season. (Most likely Fridays at 5:00 at the LL fields) If enough interest we will
keep Pre-K and K at separate times.

ROOKIE LEAGUE BASEBALL:

This program is for boys in 1st & 2nd grade. Practices and games are held at
the Chester Little League fields. They meet typically 2 times per week. Rookie
League is focusing on skill development and play of the game. They will also
learn the basic rules of the game. There may be an occasional Saturday
game/practice. They travel to other towns for games. Depending on numbers
we may also do an 8u kid pitch team towards the end of the year.

9-10 YEAR-OLD BASEBALL:

We are part of the Valley Youth Baseball League and we go by Cal Ripken
rules. There will be travelling and games versus other towns. They will practice
or have games 2-3 times per week. This is your age by May 1st. If you turn
11 after May 1st you are eligible to play in the 9-10 Division. We use the 46’
pitching distance and 60’ bases in this age group.

11-12 YEAR-OLD BASEBALL:

We are part of the Valley Youth Baseball League and we go by Cal Ripken
rules. There will be travelling and games versus other towns. They will practice
or have games 2-3 times per week. This is your age by May 1st. If you turn
13 after May 1st you are eligible to play in the 11-12 Division.
ROOKIE LEAGUE SOFTBALL:

This program is for girls in 1st & 2nd grade. Practices and games are held at
the Chester Little League fields. They meet typically 2 times per week. Rookie
League is focusing on skill development and play of the game. They will also
learn the basic rules of the game. There may be an occasional Saturday
game/practice. They travel to other towns for games.
3rd & 4th GRADE SOFTBALL:

This is open for all girls in 3rd & 4th grade. They will travel to play some
games. Home games and practices are held at Cobleigh Field. They will have
practices/games 2-3 times per week. In this division the girls will start to pitch
during games.
5th & 6th GRADE SOFTBALL:

We are part of the Valley Youth Softball League. This is open for all girls in 5th
& 6th grade. They will travel to play some games. Home games and practices
are held at Cobleigh Field. They will have practices/games 2-3 times per week.

ADULT ACTIVITIES

DISC GOLF LEAGUE:
Thursday’s at S5pm starting in mid-May.
Visit Chester Disc Golf Club’s Facebook
page for more info or contact Chester
Rec Dept for more information
YOGA: February Yoga Series (Limited
Offering)

Join me for a free, all-levels yoga series
every Wednesday in February (starting
Eeb 4) at 7:30pm. Each class is 45 minutes
and concludes with a 5-minute Savasana
to help you fully unwind and reset
midweek. Classes are offered free of
charge. Bring your own mat and any
props you like (blocks, blankets). Come as
you are and enjoy a supportive,
welcoming practice.

ZUMBA: Alysia Redfield, Licensed
Zumba Instructor, will continue doing
Zumba on Saturday mornings at
Chester Town Hall. It will be from
9:15-10AM. Come out and party with
us! you don't even have to know how
to dance. Fitness with some exciting
Latin moves.

PICKLEBALL: For Indoor Pickup Night
email Matt McCarthy-
recreationinchester@yahoo.com

For Outdoor courts at the Pinnacle (on

Lovers Lane) Monday's at 5:00pm from
Spring - summer-

2026 Chester Winter Carnival
Saturday, February 14th

Iron Kettle Farm

10AM-2PM
Kids snowmobile rides from the Chester Snowmobile Club
120s @ Buttonwood Farms (field across from the Pinnacle)

10AM - 1PM
Horse drawn sleigh rides from Iron Kettle Farm (Walpole NH)
@ Buttonwood Farm (across from the Pinnacle)

12PM
Sledding/ice skating @ Pinnacle

12-2PM There will be a Smores table at the firepit by the
icerink. Also win a $20 gift card to the Southern Pie Cafe by
guessing the amount of candy in a jar

5PM

Fire & Guided snowshoe hike @ Brookside. CCC guided.
Snowshoes if conditions are favorable, or microspikes/yak
tracks required if limited snow. Also headlamp or flashlight
required. Meet behind Academy building at Spm.

2026 RABIES CLINIC
DOG AND CAT
CHESTER, VERMONT

Saturday, March 7, 2026,
10:30 a.m. to Noon

at the Rockingham Veterinarian Clinic
(319 South Main Street, Chester VT. 05143)

ROCKINGHAM VETERINARY CLINIC
Compessamate

care b o § e pelt

Rabies shot $20 per animal

(cash or check only)
Please bring proof of previous Rabies vaccine to qualify
for 3-year vaccine

Dog Licenses are available for Chester
residents at the Event
or Chester Town Office

A portion of vaccine fees to be donated to Senior
Solutions “Foxy Fund”

Fixed: $11; Not Fixed: $15
Reminder to renew dog licenses by April

1, 2026
After April 1, 2026:
Fixed: $13; Not Fixed: $19

Town Clerk

Town Meeting will be held at the Town Hall at

6:00p.m. on March 2, 2026
Zoom will be available https://us02web.zoom.us/i/83308662462

March 3, 2026, from g a.m. to 7 p.m. the Town and GMUSD vote.
Absentee ballots can be requested by calling the Town Office at 802-875-2173.
To check your voter registration status and/or request an absentee ballot online visit mvp.vermont.gov
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The Chester-Andover Family Center enters 2026 with gratitude for the
generosity of the Chester-Andover community. Many thanks to the
donors and volunteers who help us to fulfill our mission “to make a

difference in our community by providing resources for financial
assistance, nutritional food, affordable clothing and household goods.”
It is a season for giving and receiving.

The Empty Bowl fundraiser on November 8th at the American Legion
was a great success, raising nearly $11,000 thanks to the generous
support of our financial sponsors M&T Bank, One Credit Union, The

Vermont Country Store, VTel, The Chester Telegraph, and Endless
Creations along with donations from area restaurants, bakeries,
businesses and private individuals. Guests enjoyed a variety of soups,

salad, fresh bread and dessert while listening to music provided by D)

Evan Parks. A big thank you also goes out to our large crew of volunteers

who each year don aprons and smiles to help serve their neighbors.

The CAFC Board of Directors, the helpers in the Food Shelf and the Thrift

Store are all volunteers from the area. Come join us! Stop by the Thrift
Store or the Food Shelf during working hours and talk with us
about volunteering a few hours a week. Your time is a valuable gift.
Donations are vital to our mission, and it is that time of year for de-
cluttering. What to bring? Clothing that is clean and in excellent
condition. Perhaps it no longer brings you “joy,” or is the wrong color, but
is perfect for someone else to enjoy. That third casserole dish is no
longer useful but is in perfect condition and ready for the next potluck.
You bought a new queen-sized bed, so the double sheets must go.
Volunteers will look over your donations as you bring them in, so have
them ready to be put onto the racks and shelves, all clean and shiny!

When to bring items by the Thrift Shop? Thursdays 10-7pm, Fridays 10-4

and Saturdays 9-4pm. Sometimes our storage area is full and we cannot
take your donation. If so, please wait a week or so and try again. We

thank you!

Donations to the Food Shelf are always welcome. Think about filling a
bag once a month and bringing it by the Food Shelf on Thursdays from 1-
7pm or Fridays 10am-2pm. Or, bring it to the Thrift Shop during open
hours and we will put it aside for the Food Shelf. What to donate? Flour,
sugar, salt, ketchup, toilet paper, personal care products, instant meals,
macaroni and cheese, peanut butter—non-perishables. VTel just
donated $500 in December to the CAFC Food Shelf. We thank them! The
community was most generous during
November donating to the Turkey Drive. Over 110 families received
Thanksgiving
baskets with turkey and all the fixings. Stop by the Food Shelf to sign up,
volunteer or donate, to give and to receive. The Food Shelf serves
Chester-Andover residents.

Follow us on: ﬁ ‘@’
Website: www.chester-andoverfamilycenter.org

Facebook: Chester Andover Family Center-Thrift Shop and Food Shelf .
Instagram: @chesterandoverfamilycenter B | s © 8
Photo: November 8th Empty Bowl Dinner ji

Chester Townscape’s 2026 Tree and Shrub Sale EASTER EGG HUNT:

Friends of Yosemite Firehouse Museum

The big evergreen wreath — provided by Chester To support its commu.nity beaut‘iﬁcat‘i'on projec'ts, tax-exempt DATE: TBD American Legion from
Townscape and hung above the sliding doors on the ~ Chester Townscape will soon be offering especially chosen 8AM - 12PM.
south facade by Mark Verespy, Assistant Chester Fire specimens for its 2026 Tree and Shrub Sale. All are extremely hardy A .
Chief and men}llber of the BoI:l}rld of Friends of and adaptable plants usually sporting colorful blossoms and multi- Games, face painting, ,glve away &
Yosemite — was a sign that work on behalf of the season interest. These reliable, low-maintenance plants are nursery talk about the American Flag.
future fire museum is continuing even though behind- o,y and good size. They are offered to the public at below * For food only: $8 per person and
the(—)s;:l;isc Ef(f(;tf_t:i::Eg;ztc?;:Sggfgdt?ngiii?zzz' regular retail prices and would make excellent additions to anyone’s _ kids under 12 eat free*

when Friends of Yosemite began a GoFundMe property or memorable presents for birthdays, anniversaries, e Q i

Campaign to preserve the rubberized turnout fire coat Mother’s or Father’s Day, house-warming events, and more.
belonging to Hessie, long-time local resident and ~ Buyers do not have to be Chester residents; but they do have to

fireman Clair Hesselton, whose nickname was printed - preorder and pay by March 20 and then pick up the plants, likely in
on the back of his coat. Delivered to Museum Textile the first week of May, from a location off Main Street in Chester.

Services, a premier con;ervator n Apdover, MA’ the Visit www.chestervt.gov/chester townscape.html in early February l E c H
coat has been undergoing conditioning, repair, and to d 0ad inf " bout thi < offeri I 2 th -
conservation to allow the coat to be displayed on a o0 download information ? OL_J 1S y.ear S Offerings, as we a_s e HELP
mannequin for exhibition at the future museum. One colorful order form that will give details about the plants, their
worn, creased sleeve is still a challenge to the prices, and where to send the check and order form. Or contact g:s%ﬁ'c-:stELP
conservator, who is applying additional preservation  Lillian Willis at 802-875-1340 or |bwillisct@comcast.net for more THURSDAYS -t}

techniques, so the coat can hopefully be ready for
public display by Town Voting Day. The required
sum for full preservation is lacking only a couple of
hundred dollars, so anyone interested in finalizing
this first contribution to the future fire museum is
encouraged to link directly to the GoFundMe
campaign at https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-save-
hessies-turnout-coat or to send a tax-deductible
contribution to Friends of Yosemite Firehouse
Museum, PO Box 1221, Chester, VT 05143, with
Hessie written on the memo line of the check
For additional information _-‘
on how to become 1nvolved
with the museum project —
either in research or
hands-on efforts — H—
please contact Lillian Willis B
at 802-875-1340 LE ‘_-'

information or to request an emailed order form. N {:}

Whiting Library
Offering free, one-on-one technology help sessions to
assist community members with basic computer and digital
device skills.
Library staff will provide individualized help with tasks such
as downloading eBooks, using library eResources, setting
up an email account, and completing other common
computer-related activities. Participants may bring their
own device or use a library computer for practice.
During sessions, staff can also help patrons learn and
troubleshoot productivity software, as well as explore
digital library services, including Libby, Biblio+, and Mango.
Assistance is provided in the order of arrival. No
registration is required, but capacity is limited.
Given time constraints, patrons are encouraged to arrive
with specific questions or learning goals. Staff can help
narrow a focus, and some goals may require multiple
Chester Celebrates Winter sessions.

While the many evergreen decorations at Town public buildings conclude Wh|t|ng Library strives to make its programs and services

Chester Townscape’s seasonal decorations for the past year, many months from accessible to all members of the community and welcomes

now the yearly cycle will begin again as flowers appear in the new growing ceas .
season. In this annual effort, Chester Townscape thanks all the volunteers who people of all abilities. Those who need accommodations to

design, grow, plant, weed, and water the plants that make the town attractive. If || attend a program or who have questions about accessibility
you are interested in supporting CT’s efforts by donating or participating, please are encouraged to contact the library in advance.

learn more by visiting www.chestervt.gov/chester townscape.html. Whiting Library is located at 117 Main St. For more
i s, i in ot sl v e oming Tt informatio or to request ADA accommodstions,
call 802-875-2277. Thanks!

Mother’s Day and — even before that — order a tree or shrub from CT’s annual _ _ . _ _
Tree and Shrub Sale. Both are easy ways to beautify your own properties. Gail Zachariah, Whiting Library Director
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