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Why Do We Need 
Zoning Bylaws?

• Bylaws help us to be better neighbors - Barre Pinske
• Bylaws provide balance between control and 

flexibility. Each side of the balance carries some risk -
Preston Bristow



Why Create 
a New 
Zoning 
District?

ØTo help enable this area to flourish
• Chester’s Green is unique for our area
• Businesses should feel welcomed here
• We want the permitting process to be easier

here

ØMost of the 16 properties here were 
nonconforming under the 2017 Bylaws
• Nonconforming lots are much less likely to be

eligible to make changes to building footprint
• All lots comply under the new Bylaws

• Where reasonable, we want to allow more
opportunity for owners to adapt buildings to 
meet their needs



How will this 
impact existing 
businesses?

• All existing permitted 
uses remain valid

• No existing permitted 
uses will be made 
nonconforming



Village Green 
District Boundaries

• Satellite View



Village Green 
District 

Boundaries



Physical 
Characteristics 
of VG District

Median Building footprint = 2754 sq ft

Median Lot Size = 8,000 sq ft, or 0.18 acre

Historical use was single family homes with 
a portion devoted to commercial or light 
industrial type activity

This is still a mixed-use area of residential 
and business spaces today



Some perspective

• Sixteen properties included in 
proposed Village Green District
• The total footprint of all 

buildings in the new district is 
53,200 sq ft
• For comparison, a typical Wal-

Mart store has a footprint of 
180,000 sq ft



Purpose as defined within the proposed Bylaw



The list of permitted 
uses has been 

expanded for the 
Village Green District

Future applicants may apply for and receive a 
permit for any of the uses listed below without 
appearing before the Development Review Board



List of Conditional Uses Applications for the uses listed below will require 
working through the Development Review Board



Dimensional Standards



Supplemental Standards



Supplemental Standards
Continued…


