MASTER PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE
November 9, 2016

Minutes

PRESENT:
David Pisha, Carla Westine, Julie Hance, Rick Paterno, Kelly Arrison, Hugh Henry, Barre Pinske, Scott Wunderle, Jason Rasmussen, Bob Flint, Claudio Veliz 

VISITORS:
Mark Kane, Richard Amore, Shawn Cunningham, Amy Mosher, John DeBenedetti, Ron Patch
The meeting began at 10:00 a.m.   

Mark Kane, SE Group, provided an introduction to the Master Plan process and reviewed the results of both the Focus Group workshop as well as the Survey results.  They are attached to these minutes.

The Steering Committee introduced themselves and explained their goals and desires for this committee.

A nomination was made for Scott Wunderle as Chair of the committee. All agreed.

A nomination was made for Rick Paterno as Vice Chair of the committee. All agreed.

A nomination was made for Julie Hance as Secretary of the committee. All agreed.

The committee discussed a meeting schedule for the committee. It was agreed to meet the second Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m.  Following discussion, it was also agreed that the committee would hold its next meeting at the Chester Town Hall.  Alternative meeting locations would be considered at future meetings.
Mark Kane discussed the interaction of the committee with the community.  It was agreed that discussion amongst several committee members outside of a warned meeting is discouraged.  It was also noted that sub-committees could be created if the need arises.  Mark Kane explained the benefit of all discussion transpiring within a meeting so that all members have the benefit of hearing all comments.  The committee also discussed the need for transparency across the board.  However it was agreed that the steering committee members should reach out to the community and get people involved in the process.

The committee discussed the desire at the end of the process, i.e. does the Selectboard adopt the Master Plan, etc.  It was agreed that decision can be made later on as the documents takes form.  

The committee discussed the involvement of the Selectboard and at what point that becomes appropriate.  It was agreed that after a good thought process has formed, the committee could report to the Selectboard on a more regular basis.  

Hugh Henry suggested the committee adopting the polity of Smart Growth as referenced in statutes.  It was agreed that Julie Hance will provide the steering committee with a copy of this statute.  It will be discussed at the next meeting.  

The meeting adjourned at 12:20 p.m.

Julie Hance








Secretary 
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